COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL SERVICES

Request for Information 6100057365

Commercial Bird Collision Deterrent for the Rachel Carson State Office Building

Summary. 
The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (Commonwealth) issues this Request for Information (RFI) to solicit information that will be used to assist with the development of a solicitation for a Commercial Bird Collision Deterrent for the Rachel Carson State Office Building which may be released by the Commonwealth in the near future. 

Specifically, this request seeks information from which the Commonwealth can formulate specifications and requirements, realistic timeframes and cost structures for the referenced procurement and project.  The Commonwealth desires to produce a solicitation that promotes vendor competition and creative technical solutions.  The Commonwealth is open to any and all ideas in relation to this project and encourages alternative ideas that will help the Commonwealth better define its requirements.  This RFI is an earnest attempt to become aware of and knowledgeable about current solutions to support the project requirements of the Commonwealth.  This RFI will also help the Commonwealth identify vendors who are able to provide the required services to support this goal.


Background. 
The Gold LEED-certified Rachel Carson State Office Building (RCSOB) is situated at 400 Market Street, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, 17101.  The 16-story building was constructed in 1992 and encompasses 420,125 square feet of useable space.  There is approximately 49,609 square feet of skylights and wall glass.  

In 2008, Noresco applied LLumar Window Film R20 SR CDF to the interior of all windows as an energy-saving project.  In any instances of peeling film or broken glass, LLumar Window Film:P:PINK S:TRED I: 028 23X-3840 has been used as a replacement film. 

Spring 2000 marked the first year that Peregrine falcons successfully nested on the 15th floor ledge of the Rachel Carson State Office Building (RCSOB). At the time, the Peregrine falcon was listed as state endangered. Due to a successful reintroduction program led by federal and state wildlife agencies, the Peregrine falcon is no longer listed as endangered or threatened and has been delisted. Since 2000, the RCSOB falcon nest site has become the most productive nest site within the Commonwealth, with over 83 birds hatched since 2000.

However, since 2000, there have also been six documented fatalities of Peregrine falcons as well as at least five injuries from additional impacts with the RCSOB.  Many of the falcon strikes that occur at the RCSOB are young fledgling falcons that have not perfected their flight skills and collide with the building.

The Commonwealth is seeking a reasonable solution to deter and minimalize future window strikes for the Peregrine falcons.  
 

Issues to Be Addressed. 
The Commonwealth is requesting feedback from firms with expertise in Commercial Bird Collision Deterrent for the Rachel Carson State Office Building
 , as set forth below:

1) Include a cover letter, with the RFI response, on Company Letterhead, which includes a point of contact name, phone number and email address.
2) Complete Attachment A, Commercial Bird Collision Deterrent for the Rachel Carson State Office Building Questionnaire.  Please respond to the questions in the questionnaire and limit the responses to these questions only.  

Point of Contact: 
The sole point of contact for this RFI shall be Casey Smith, reachable at (717) 783-1896 or caseysmith@pa.gov.

Due Date.  
The Commonwealth is requesting that all responses to this RFI be submitted via email to Casey Smith, reachable at caseysmith@pa.gov by 10:00 a.m. on January 11, 2023 with the subject line of Commercial Bird Collision Deterrent for the Rachel Carson State Office Building - 6100057365.

Disclaimer. 
This RFI is issued solely for information and planning purposes only and does not constitute a solicitation for future business, an offer for procurement or any other type of current or future procurement or contractual action and is only intended to gather input.  The Commonwealth will not award a contract on the basis of this RFI nor will it pay for information it receives. Responses to this notice are not offers and cannot be accepted by the Commonwealth to form a binding contract.  No party is bound by the information provided in response to this RFI.

Respondents are solely responsible for all expenses associated with responding to this RFI. The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is not liable for any costs or expenses incurred by the Respondent in the preparation of its responses.

Respondents needing confidential treatment for any proprietary information they furnish must clearly identify that in their respective Responses.  All information received in response to this RFI that is marked Proprietary will be handled in accordance with applicable law including the Right To Know Law, as amended.  

All material submitted shall be considered the property of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and may be returned only at the Commonwealth’s option.   Notwithstanding any Respondents copyright designations contained on responses, the Commonwealth shall have the right to make copies and distribute responses internally and to comply with public record or other disclosure requirements under the provisions of any Commonwealth or United States statute or regulation, or rule or order of any court of competent jurisdiction.

Respondents to this Request shall not provide recommendations as to specific courses of action and shall not be deemed to be an advisor or consultant to the Commonwealth.  The Commonwealth will evaluate the information presented and determine any subsequent course of action, which may consist of contracting for implementation of Commonwealth-determined work.  Such work may be procured through any procurement method available, and respondents to this Request may be considered for selection to perform such work.

Responses to this RFI will not be returned. Respondents will not be notified of the result of the review, nor will they be provided copies of it.

Commonwealth Reservation of Rights. 
The Commonwealth reserves the right to consider or reject any and all responses to this Request, to amend and/or reissue this Request and to abandon and then recommence at any time, or not recommence, this process. All costs of any response to this Request and participation in any presentations to the Commonwealth are solely the responsibility of the Respondent and the Commonwealth shall not be liable for payment of any such costs.






iii
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION
ATTACHMENT A
COMMERCIAL BIRD COLLISION DETERRENT QUESTIONNAIRE


1. What is the industry standard for Commercial Bird Collision Deterrents on high-rise office buildings? 

2. Does the industry standard for Commercial Bird Collision Deterrents include an energy efficient rating to provide additional protection on office windows?

3. Can the industry standard for Commercial Bird Collision Deterrents be placed over an existing energy-efficient film on building windows?

4. What is the effect of a Commercial Bird Collision Deterrent on the existing glass?  Does it increase the temperature between the deterrent and glass?  Is there an increased risk of broken or damaged glass?  If so, what are those risks?

5. To comply with Federal and State Regulations can all work be completed inside this timeframe, between August 1st and February 14th, to avoid impacts to the nesting Peregrine falcons?

6. Does your organization/company have experience submitting a Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI) Environmental Review or similar documents to the PA Game Commission or other state wildlife agencies?

7. What is the required maintenance for the film and any required window washing procedures?

8. Is there a standard warranty both product and workmanship?

9. Identify any offeror qualifications (i.e. years of experience, certifications, etc.) that the Commonwealth should consider during the development of the solicitation?

10. What is the typical cost structure for the services identified in this questionnaire? 

11. Identify the key performance indicators and service levels in this industry?

12. Are there any value-add services that have not been included that we should consider when developing a new solicitation?  Please describe.

13. Are there any other recommendations or lessons learned that have not already been mentioned but that the Commonwealth should consider?
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